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Laura Ingalls Wilder Returns to Defiance Co. Libraries 

[DEFIANCE] – Learn all about life on the frontier as Laura Ingalls 
Wilder, portrayed by Laura Keyes, visits Defiance County next 
month to present “Moving Day for Laura Ingalls Wilder,” a free event 
for children and families.  

Keyes will visit on July 21, stopping at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
High Street, Hicksville, at 10:30 a.m.; Sherwood Branch Library, 117 N. 
Harrison St. at 1 p.m.; and Defiance Public Library, 320 Fort St., at 6 
p.m. 

In this presentation, Wilder is preparing to move her family from 
South Dakota to Missouri in the spring of 1894. Attendees will learn 
about both the challenging and fun aspects of life on the frontier in 
the 1870s-1880s, as well as which chores Wilder was responsible for 
and what special items she’s packing for her big move. Children 
will learn that the extraordinary Laura Ingalls Wilder had, in many 
ways, a rather ordinary life, just like them.  

Keyes is the director of the Dunlap Public Library in central Illinois. 
She has been asked to speak three times at the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Legacy and Research Association Conference. To learn 
more about her work, visit LauraFKeyes.com.  
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This program is geared to children, and no registration is needed. The event is 
sponsored by the Friends of Defiance Public, Sherwood Branch, and Johnson 
Memorial libraries. 

For more information, call the library at 419-782-1456. 
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